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Hartlebury Common Local Group
With all the changes of the lockdown and continued social distancing, we hope that our local countryside has been somehow accessible to many of you this summer.  The extremes of this year’s weather, though, have had to be endured by the wildlife as well as those of us lucky to get out to see it!  The singing, incoming migrant birds seemed to have loved each morning of all those fine spring days - we even had two male cuckoos on the Common at once (no laughing, please)!  Water supplies for the flora and fauna started to become scarce until, finally, the real ‘British Summer’ commenced with the endless sunshine being replaced by long, dark days and downpours.
The good news is that, in the middle of August, The Bog and nearby Rush Pool actually have some water in them!  This will give the bog plants, invertebrates and amphibians a chance to recover, if not thrive, for a while.  Plants of dry ground might find this environment hostile and ‘recede’.  Why does this matter?  Well the authorities looking after this ‘Last Bog in Worcestershire’ recognise that the continual yearly drying of this wetland habitat will change it for ever: species, like the now gone carnivorous sundew, might be totally lost during the annual drying-out spells.  Remarkably, though, some hope can continue whilst a seedbank of bog plants remains in the peaty ground.  Natural England, central government’s guardians of this nature reserve, are tasked with the problem of preserving this environment.  To put any potential wildlife loss into perspective, our group is trying to create a comprehensive list of the species at risk.  Let’s hope that a viable plan is adopted to support this special place and its inhabitants.
Late summer provides the last chance to see the ling or heather flowering on the Common.  This year, I think it has been a little adversely affected by the earlier drought and wet conditions.  Lovely, though is the fresh flowering of yellow gorse.  ‘How does it do this?’  I used to think, when young.  ‘It seems to flower from winter to autumn!’  Well, the European Gorse mostly flowers during the first half of the year then the Western Gorse starts flowering from July, continuing into autumn – we luckily, have both types to enhance each season. There are botanical differences in these species but checking them, other than carefully, can cause some pain!  
This summer there has been a welcome (even if tentative) return to conservation working parties.  Small group numbers, properly ‘socially distanced’ have allowed some days when members have cleared a large area of invading Himalayan Balsam plants near the approach to Lower Poollands Farm.  Hopefully these volunteering opportunities will become a regular feature again.  Please do have a look at Hartlebury Common Local Group Facebook page and our website - hartleburycommon.org - to find out much more about Hartlebury Common and all of the group’s activities and to join us.  Please note that our indoor meetings will not be held until further notice:  our venue remains closed.  The feasibility of holding future meetings, safely, will, be considered when it re-opens.                                                                                                                                                 
Michael Howard 
